
1 970 / 03/1 3 


MEMORANDUM 


THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHXH GTON 

TOP SECRET /SENSITIVE /EYES ONLY March 13, 1970 

MEMORANDUM FOR DR. KISSINGER 
FROM: Tony Lake 

Another option, which would be more palatable to the North Vietnamese and 1 
could be a fallback position for us, would be as follows: 

-- Hanoi would make a private , written commitment to a third party to 
withdraw its forces on a certain timetable. We would have a copy 
of that commitment. 


'The commitment would include guarantees about the behavior of their forces; 
in addition to withdrawal, there would be no infiltration, absence of attacks on 
major cities, respect for the DM^ZI, and absence of attacks on U. S. and allied 
forces being withdrawn. 


“We would withdraw on the basis both of progress in Vietnamization and the 
level of enemy activity. We would not publicly announce a timetable, but 
would continue to announce each increment as we went along. (This would 
be less dangerous than announcing a complete timetable. Our announcements 
could, however, cover rather longer periods of time than they now do. ) 

-It would be clearly understood that if North Vietnam were to violate the 
agreement, we would publicize the agreement and their failure, and adjust 
our troop withdrawals accordingly. 

The two main disadvantages of this would be (1) that we would not have a 
public agreement which we could use politically and (2) verification, measures 
other than those relying on our own unilateral capabilities would be next to 
impossible. 

The advantages, however, are also strong: (1) the North Vietnamese are more 
likely to agree, so we are more likely to gain our basic goal — mutual with- 
drawal; (2) if the agreement breaks down, and we make the facts public, we 
will be in an excellent position^ {ort y uk lie- A * 
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